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Finally, 0
yroadeasliiv?
7 He rocalled thad t}"ﬁ ; enersl femenbly, o rezolution 32/1‘)0

2(’) December 1977, had notcd writh sotiefaction i congideravle .nr)ff:rv:ss achieved
by the Su‘o—-'""nnmittee and by the Working Pardy w sloboretion of drald
prg_n.cmlc-s soverning the use Ly Stotes of artiliciol anrih satellitbes for direct
ielevision wroacdeasting, and the wark done in forvsulabing a tentative text of -
principle on r-onbal oa'is:l.n snd agreements helween States ant & dralt wreamble,

Tt had recommended that the Sub-Committee should countimue aL vork as a matter

of high priceity at its current sesslon. He wan confid eﬂ_i that the Sub-Committee
gould do its best Lo connlete the important tasl i el had been entrusted to it
and that its efforts would resuli in o now international legal instrumenl which
gould contribute to the progressive developmsnt and codification of international
space lair.
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9.  The Sub~Commitioa, which hed alyesdy done & great deal in & Wk sphere, must
I the speed of

+ L]
ot allow itsslf &o os- overbrion in ibts worle of codlmcmz n by
scientific sug bechnologicel development. Tt must foresee the fniure

consequencos of guch develooment in oxter to avold disoutes. In that connexion,
his delepation supported the proposal of other delepations to consider the legal

AGprchs Ol wessures Lo cusare ;‘reatcr "u""w"*-r in the vae of nuelear-powered
“amlll'ﬁes- The socident which hed recently occurred in Canada had revealed
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; ; B 1id not share the vicw oxpresscd by cortain dclegations at
10. The elaboration of a treaty velating fto the moon and other celestial bog mg dclegatbion did nob shar 10 TLOW SXDTURS 7 oo -

78 j i i atablishi ; ; . i qug Secssions that agrcomonts concluded in 1977 within thg framgwork of the
Tegotictions had boon ferng on for sevon years et the fvesty, mich wan bl gmational Tolccommunication Union (ITV) had rendovod tho inelusion of &

. N : . . - . AR & m Spate chapter on consultation and agreomcnt betweon Stateos superfluous. In its
of %lgh priorlty, 1as not yeb in ex1st§nce. i? Sp%te ot effgrt? at compromj 17U functioncd on a purcly tccmical lovel; it was, however, csscmtial that
Z?aﬁiz iirthzfmgigyaigagiz,n;?sizlczzziﬂziistaneagéiigiizmgﬁgp:og?tazh:q%e- ent should be cmbodicd in a leitical agrgument at‘tho.inﬁorngtioFal level'in
instrument. There had been no clesr political will which would have maaee?@ agr to guarantoc vhat the prlnclplg of non-intervention in Lhc.lntOfnal affairs

. g w e e - VAR ; 1t_ ‘etates, which wvas of fundamcntal impordance o pcacciul co-cxistonce, vas
possible to reach an agreement in that regard. His delegation wag open to am ftatos,
compromise formula, provided that it did not undermine the fundamental princip;
that the moon and its natural resources were part of the common heritage of
mankind.

‘promising progress had been made on the guestion of tho legal implications of
to senging of The carth from space by tho acceptance of curtain principlos{
principle of State vesponsibility was pariticularly important, since dircct
sdcosting activitics also concerned States whose natural resourcos werc gonsed by
4 mothod.  Concrally speaking, his delegation considcred that the principle
tiying the joint Argenbine-Dragzilian draft instrumont was corrcet, since it
sprared developing countrics guarantees om threc cgscntial points: their _
~tloipation in such activitics or in activitics rolating fo the information
ytained by romote songing, the need for prior conzent by the gonsed State and the
quiroment that the sonsod State must anthorize any disoomination by the obscrver
to of information obtained by remote sonsing.

11. The concept of the common heritage of mankind was a hallwark of contempo
international law. It had originated in the 1967 Treaty on Principles Gove
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Oufer Space, including
lMoon and Other Celestial Bodies, and it had been embodied in General Assembly
resclution 2749 (XXV) containing the Declaration of Principles Governing the
Sea—~Bed and the Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil Thereof, beyond the Limits of
Wational Jurisdichion, and in the principle relating to the environment in the
Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements. It was at present under negobist
in the elaboration of an international code of conduct for the transfer of
technclogy. That concept, vhich was already decply rooted in the internation
legal conscience, must appear in the draft treaty so that the celestial bodies:
and their rssources, the common heritage of mankind, could not be utilized an
exploited for the exclusive benefit of those privileged States which had the
necessary technological resources. The concept precupposed the establishment:
of an international régime and machinery to regulate the exploration and :
exploitation of the moon in the interests of 21l members of the international
community, and in particular the daveloping countries.

CWith regard fo the distinction betweon data and information, and tho

gification of information into world, regional and local information, which had
s put forvard as a sciuntific basis for comtrolling the disscmination of $he

1ts of rcmote sensing, his dolegation rcaffimmed its position that such a
gification was not liltely to resbrict or ro@ucc the disscmination of collocted

. On the other hand, it considerod that spatial rcsolution was the

cteristic vhich best served o doterming which romote scnsing methods used on a
Tpo scale might or might not be haxmful to national intcrecsts and give certain.

i ; . . . : A ith mor dvanced tech ~ in that ficld of rescarch clear-cut advantages
12. Vith regard to the scope of the treaty, his delegation saw no valid reaso ¢s vith morc advanced techmology in that iic Tes © : Eo8e

for omitting the celestial bodies from the bexbt, which in that wmatter should
follow the 1957 Treaty. Apart from that reservation, it was ready %o accept
any formulation which would make it possible to resch agreement.

‘Meo VALLARTA (Bovico) said that the Sub-Commitice was alroady in a position to
ich agreoment on the quostion of the usc of saicllites for direct television
mdcasting,  His delegation rocognized the principle of frecdom of information
ond fronticrs, taking into account the Declaration of Human Rights, which
providod for the protection of bthe sovewcignty of States. The paragraph on .
isuliation and agrcements hotwoon States scocmed to be a suitablo instrument for

¢ -continuation of the work. the consequences vaich might resuld from foreign
terfarenco in a dcmoeratic procoss (ulections, fox instancc) through a teleovised
gramme clearly showed the ncod to provide for priocr agresments in order to

rantoe absoluds ruspoct for the sovercignty of Statcs and the principle of
ON-intervention, An ovorspill elearly intended for the population of a ncighbourir
,,.? vould constitube interforcnce in internal affairs, sven if it was tochnically
Uthorized wnder tho provisions adoptud by the ITU. ’

1%. With regard to anobher priority item, the slaboration of principles goverl
the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television .
broadeasting, his delegation considered that respect for the sovereienty of
States and non-intervention in their internal affairs did not necessarily
conflict with the basic principle of the free dissemination of ideas and
information, I+ continued to hope that international co-operation would make
possible to achieve compatibility between those two concepts. It considered :
that the principle of the exprese and prior consent of the receiving State mus
be protected in the principles, sc thab cutside influences did not upset the
political, sconomic, social and cultural values vhich developing countries had
a duty to preserve, Those countries wust be warned ageinst the danger of
excesgive liberalization in bthat respect.
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18, The essential principle %o be respected in the remote sensing of naturs
resources by svtellite was that of the full and permenent sovereigniy of Syl
over their natural resources. To grant the space Powers %the right to plac
themselves in a =till more advantagecus position on world markets by
monopolizing data on the resources of third countries would be tantamount
encouraging unfair economic competition contrary to the new international
economi.c order and justice, His delegation vas not wnavare of the enormeug
advantages that remote sensing could offer and vas in favour of it provided
that the right of the sensed State to have free access to all the data =~
relating to its resources was respected,

coidents. Those considerations should contibue to be bo;ne in mind ?y_a}l
fates which pcsessed the necessary recources to engage -1 gpace(gcﬁlyltles,
ime of which were subjac® - gresteT ricks boeaver of the cize of. their .
srritory. He appealed to the delegation; of allwcounﬁrlesqépd, pr1ncmga ¥
¢ the USSR and the United States of %merlca,'to oe suided by a sensi 3 .
Iasponsibility and to cec-operate in the adoptlon101 neagures calculi_e %
rotect the human race and ensure 1%ts safgtyT Tne~1cg1t1macy ?f ac 1$n 011_

nat najure derived from the universal princirle that every sgwgecf 0 puot;c

7 private law should conduct himself in such a way that he did not Farmh? ers,
sre specifically, his delegation supported the proposals supmltﬁed by i
snadian, Japanese and Swedish delegation; and thought tha? the.oestfway t;
§roceed would he to set up an ad hoc working group to conélder them ggm ﬁ?
jégal standpoint, in conjunction with thg technical vrork done st the direcilon
of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comiitiee.

19." His delegation considered it essential that the treaty relating to the
moon . should be based on the nrinciple that the meon and its resources vere

the common heritage of mankind., The international community had the right o
know about all the scientific discoveries made sboui the earth's satellite ang
all activities having a direct comnexion with the moon. Thes treaty which thé
Sub-Committee was drafting constituted the basis for the required internatior
régime, which would have to be expanded and strengthened when the exploitatio
of the natural resources of the moon and any economic use made of them became
a reality. :

2%, On the question of the draft treaty relating @o the -moon, his delegation
poted that differences of opinion on the legal régime to govern‘the natural
regources of the moon remained. Tt considered that tbe compromize proposal
made by Austria might constitute the basis for a posslblg ggreemeqt. It.waf
sssential not to repeat the principles governing the activity of S?ates in the
kploration and use of outer svace set out in the Treaty of 1967, ln'order tg
4yoid contradictory interpretations. It wonld then be necessary to include in
article I of the treaty a principle stating that the natural resources gf Fhe
woon and of all the celesiial hodies taken to Barth would be shared equitably
between all countries, having regard to the interests of the space Powers and

the developing countries.

20. lLastly, with regard to nuclear-powered satellites, his delegation
congidered that the incidenit which had occurred recently proved that it was
necessary to strengthen the present legal framework relating to the registrati
of objects launched into cuter space, and in particular the question of the
obligationsg of the launching State. Under article I of the Treaty Governin,
the Activity of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, the use of:
outer space was the province of all and space programmes did not exclusivel
constitute the demestic affairs of States which launched satellites,
particularly when such space activity constituted o danger for third
countries,

94, . In the svhere of direct television, the use of artificial iatellltes
trgently required appropriate regulation within the framevork of space law.

The Sub-Committee had o carry out the task which the General Assem?}y had
entrusted to it in order to fulfil the ~eneral expectation, and part}cularly
that of young pcople, who were inereasi.gly interested in unive;;al brotherhood
and were anxious to lmow the real facts avout others and their 1de%s? Italy.
reaffirmed ite {idelity to the principle of the frse circulatiop ol lnformgtlon
and ideag, which was enshrined in iits Constitution and involved,_lnt?r alia,
free access by all citizens to all sources of information and their r}ght to
disseminate those ideas, However, freedom did not mean licence, and in the
Ttalian legal system it wes an offence to disseminate false ox %endentlogs-
information. It was in that context that the solufion of the problems arlsing

in that sphere should he considered.

2l. His delegation considered that the Sub-Committee should tale a decision
concerning the moratorium to which the Swedish representative had referrved
pending the adoption of safety measures., It was also esseniial to recognize
that the launching 3tate was under an obligetion to disclose the potential
hazards fo which its satellites could give rise, in oxder to prevent any
damage. It was not acceptable that a developing country, for example, should
be left to its own devices to track a satellite, detect the decline of the
orbit, anticipate the acciden®, prevent damage to its population and eradicat
the nuclear contamination, while the launching State merely observed the '
development of the accident pagssively.

25, The question of the delimitation of ouwter space called for soue comments.,
His delegation reoffivmed the ideas vhich it had developed in the past and which
were set out in document A/AC . 105/0 . 2/7/Add 1. 'The Ttalian proposal that the
"vertical frontier", in other words, the delimitation vetween air space and
outer space, should he at a height of 90 km (with the possibility of reaching
100 km) from the earth's surface at sea level, remoined valid. That proposal
had rveceived growing support. The problem of the gecstationary orbit
?ituated at approximately 36,000 km from the earth's surface had been raised
AN comexion with the definition and delimitation of outer space. It vas

A

22. Mr, DI BERNVARDC {(Italy) stressed the importance which the Italian
Govermment atbached to the safety of activities in outer space and to measures
designed to prevent and reduce the damage likely o be caused by the use of
the latest technological advances, The accident that had happened to the

satellite Cosmos 954 showed that scientific and technological progress might
well escape from the control of those who sought to develop it in the space
domain. The main feature of the public anxiety caused by the accident was &
desire that everything should be done tn prevent a recurrence of similar
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Tn so far as the legal implicationg of remote sensing were concerned, his
'gatibn had always asked that the principle of permanent sovereignty of States
their natural resources should be applied. It was regrattable that some
'gaﬁions had not vet felt that they should take that principle into account,
though there were risks that data obtained sbout a State by the sensing

a OT & third party might be abused. Control by a State over its natural
urces was a direct expression of its right to self-determination, which was
ity with the principles of the United Nations Charter.

obvioy§ that the extension of naticnal air space to such a height was
Pnreailsﬁic. Morgover, a claim %o sovereignty over the geostaziona

Dasgd on the as-eriion thet i% was in a sense a projectior of the ery zrb%‘
region of the earth did not scew accedlavie to hig delegafion A sgggiorl
31tua§ion.would occcur if a State were to claim sovereignty ov;r an ocz o
the 31@ple reason that the water from that State's rivers flowed into %2 &
the.o?ner hand, the fear of, some States that they might bhe excluded frl .
pragﬁlcal uze of the geostationazy orbit must be faken into accﬁﬁnt ;ga?h
apx1ety could be alleviated by censidering adequate rules for the e’ it 5
distribution of the positions availcble. ) dtable

onforn

With regard to the question of direct television, he said that the principle
! rior consent did not in any way exclude intemational co-operation; all

.t his delegation was asking for was the exercise by 21l States of a legitimate
ght for the benefit of all menkind.

izée With fegard to remite sensing, his Government considered that it vas
ssary to encourage the widest a icati r ; i : i
in the developing coizhﬁis‘!lgiof,r;g};iiCab;O;}e‘j;_}’?‘i‘:‘ﬁ teCh?iLq“e’ Particular ~oion of the Outer Space Committee, further significent progress vhich had a
the collection and diﬁ;eminatigpoqf da;é m-ﬂhtu,llb?éf? Po oy with respect sct bearing on the activities of the Legal Sub-Committee had been achieved in
of remote-gsensing activitges. éhé legal di?fic;iiigoe€§?1% ieguce'the ?ene he peaceful ;ses of outer space; he was rveferring, in particular, to the results
comnexion with the cbzervation of thebéerritory of o;h;rlgﬁatzs arligglln lieved thus far by the Salyut—6/80yuz—27/80yuz-28 orbital complex. In recent
Overcoms by reference to the principles which, in the legal syétgzz ijiério nths, importan% work had been carried out with a view te equipping perman§nt1y
DrineipIes, ant perbiovlomy the yrmadtien ot mian yey OF thera. Tz habited outex spaco leboratories end b proVInG Bl et e ”
should ﬁaﬁé it Pgssibig~i§ §01$2 Ei:hiiz:iﬁinzfr;iﬁsén% damagg to ?ﬁhers, a;ieoisszzizg Sociaiisi Eepuglics onszhee;etuin ofgthe aétroﬁauts Yuri Romanenko
activities. o ) 9ed by menote-sensing :d<Georgi Grechko, who had worlked for 96 days in outer space.' The fact that

dimir Remek, a national of the Czechoslovak Socislist Republic, had co-operated
“the Soviet astronaut Alexei Gubarev in carrying out a research programme on
oard the Soyuz—28 spaceship symbolized the close co-operation which existed within

socialist States under the long-fterm Intercosmos prograume. He

community of s 1
gratulated the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic on that event. That mission would

_followed by other space projects carried out jointly by experienced Soviet
stronauts and astronauts from other socialist States, including the .
ée:man Democratic Republic, with the aim of solving the scientific and technical
roblems raised by the peaceful use of outer space.

Mr. MICHEEL (German Democratic Republic) said that since the twentieth

?7. Hr, CONTEH (Sierrs Leone) noted that within the last decade men had mé&
pr§mendous strides in space technology., His delegaiion congratulated the
Union of. Soviet Socialist Republics on the exploi% of the t&o Sovied
gosyonauts who had just returned to Barth. On the other hand, it shared th
1nqlgnation and concern of many delegations concerning the Co;mos 954 incide
which showed that, although menkind stood 4o benefit from space techﬁology»
the risks that it ran might render the whole space exercise futile., The "
Cozmos 954 satellite was certainly not the first to retum to Eartﬁ unexpsch
and u?fortunatef' it would not we the 1: :t, - The incident ad provoked legit
rgaotlons‘which nad been misconstrved in scwe. querters and attributed to the
wxdejpress~coverage of the incident. Wevertheless, hig delegation would
22n§1nue Eo‘efpress its fears as long as nuclear-powered satellites continueds
: g . - - I o TR . . e
o006 0ciegations dhich vess calling for fne Llopbion of messuves sepsbls of
: i ption of measures capable of
safeguarding the enviromment, since it was convinced that man's venture into
space should promote his wvell-being and not his destruction, and that the
PIOPET use of nuclear devices was likely to bring him many %enefits. Legall
blﬂdlgg rules should be worked oub +to make it obligstory for launching States)
immediately tg inform all those countries which miéht suffer damage as & red
of the defective functioning of a satellite. Provision should.algo be made it
2mergency‘measures to prevent loss of 1ife, versonal injury, etc. All those
%ogers vhich were in a positicn to do so should be required to give that
information sufficiently in advance, In that connexiSn hig deiegaﬁion
supported the Canadian proposals. ’

+. In September 1976, during a conference on outer space held in Moscow, it had
sen decided that nationals of all States Members of the Intercosmos Treaty
Bulgaris, Hungary, Cuba, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, the Soviet Union,
zechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic) would participate from 1978 to
983 in the flights of Soviet spaceships and orbital stations. Since then, the
irst group of six candidates (two Czechoslovaks, two Poles and two nationals of
he German Democratic Republic) had been carrying out a training programoe .
?tronauts from Poland and the Germsn Democratic Republic were scheduled to
articipate in flights of Soviet spaceships by the end of 1978.°

3y The German Democratic R-public and the other member caountriea of the Counecil
or Mutual Economic Assistane (CMEA) were among the 25 nations which were
articipating directly in outer space activities as a result of the co-operation
stablished within the framework of the Intercosmos programme. The

rman Democratic Republic had acceded to the Intercosmos Treaty on 30 January 1967

28T His delegaticn's position on the draft treaty relating to the moon, was
Eei out in a working paper (4/AC.105/196, sonex I, appendix 4). It supporie
the principle that the moon and its natural resourcestPre the common ﬁerita
of all menkind and considered that thet principle onﬁaiied the éonéept of

co~oneration which + +he -+ Ty e e o ; .
peration which was the very basis of 211 the Sub-Committce's deliberatio
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two years later, it had provided

the course of +the next 10 years, had varticinated in some 50 Intercosmos pro
providing over 10’ flight instruments and more than 30 rmrow. l-control installat
end instruments., Tt had developed the PG multispectral camera used on board
spaceship Soyuz-22.

=0

round equipnent for cosmic experiment 261, In
t

4. Asg a result of that co-operation, the States Members of the tercosmnos Treaty
wel'e acquiring exmwerience which should ba ueed in the Sub~Committes!s Wworli, 'The
Sub-Committes had the important taslk of codifying outer space lepislation ang
elaborating intemational lawe which would nromote peaceful co-operation among
States with different social systems in +he peaceful uses of outer space. That
co~operation depended mainly on foturs progress in fhe area of political and militg
détente, The principles contained in Article 2 of the Charter of the United Hati
particularly those of the sovereiga equality of States and of non~interference in
their intemal affairs, vere an irrevocsble basis for regulations defining the
rights and duties of States in the peaceful uses of outer space. T

55. The elaboration of international legisiation depended largely on the interests
of Gtates with different social syetems and on their political will. The

German Democratic Republicts approach vas to seek to finalize, through acceptable
compronises, as many precise legisletive texts as possible. 7That legislation
could, however, be improved and codified only if certain scientific and technical
prerequisites existed. Thus, his delegation did not think it ugeful, at the
present stage, to define the legal stetus of the moon and its natural rescurces

in a draft treaty, when there vas not suflicient secientific knowledge of the
nature and the quantity of the natural resources in question. It would, however,
be possible tn weach a compromise on that controversial isaae vy inserting s
protocol in the treaty relating to-the noon, as the Soviet delegation had proposed,

%6. Ths principle of strict respect for the sovereign equality of States and
non-interforvence in their internal affairs alse determined his delegation's
pproach to the ¢ it principles governin. direct televisior broadcagting by
satellite, It Wiz servedly supported the idea formulated, inter alia, in annex II
21 the bub-Committee's renort on its sixteenth sesaion, that such televigion
broadcasts formed vart of those reletiong between States vhich did not belong to
the lield of humen rights. o zttempt, os had bLeen done, to include the so~called

“free exchonre of information" in the discussion had ao bagisg in intermational law.

Y]

]

37. Vith repgard to the question of the remote sensing of the earth by satellite,
his delegation considered that freedom to engage in remote sensing was legally
restricked by the principle of the freedom of outer space and by that of the
permanent sovereimgnty of Staites over their nature] resources. BEmphasis on the
first orinciple would resuli in the violation of the second, and vice versa. Ihe
argument that natural resources were neither touched nor exploited by remote
sensing was not convincing. At the Sub-Committee!s last gession, it had been
stressed that o number of private grouns had sometimes misused data obtained
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43, UMr. DEBERGH (Belgium) noted tha® the Sub~Committes had alresady spent a good
deal of time on the drafi treaty relating o the moon. Tt would be unfortunate
if further work le’,  once again, to a dead end. The Sub-Comsittee should avoid
becoming bogged down in purely semantic discussions on the concept of the common
heritage of mankind. Although it seemed impossible, at the present stage, %o say

what the natural resources of the moon and other heavenly bodies would be, it was

possible and important to define the international régime wnder which those -
resources should be exploited. The task of definition should take account of the
realities of the contemporary world, in which it was no longer accepted that
might alone should serve the national egoism of the powerful and rich. The
concept of the common heritage of mankind, however, should not be viewed as a
panacea, It was true that the difficulties to which it had given rise in the

sphere of the law of the sea would not occur in comnexion with the moon and other -

celestial hodies, since the problem of the limits of national sovereignty would
not arise. However, if that concept was adopted, the logical consequences
stemming from it would aliso have to be accepted.

44, With regard to the delimitation of outer space, Belgium favoured a limit of
approximately 100 lkm, which would therefore include the geostationary orbit,
beyond which outer space, not subject to national sovereignty, would begin. Some
orbits might, none the less, reguire international division and regulation,

45. The question of the use by 3tates of artificial earth satellites for direct

television broadcasting involved the principle of the free flow of information and

ideas. In practice, bhecause of the existence of technical constraints, totally

unbridled freedom could noi be envisaged in that sector. His delegation considered

that the question of inevitable technical spillover was of lesser importance.
Belgium was ready to participate in any work to clarify the issues related to
remobe sensing: and the right of States to dispose of information relating. to
their own national heritage.

A6, Since- the public had begun %o have douvbts about the launching into space of
devices carrying nuclear energy sources which might fall back to Earth, an

information campaign was needed, particularly about the need for such devices and
the risks they involved. The Sub-Committee should make a very thorough study of

any possible shortcomings in the relevan® existing international legal instruments.

Such a review should be based on technical studies, but his delegation agreed
with the views expressed by the revresentatives of Canada and Japan at the

285th meeting that ii was not necessary to await the conclusions of the technical
studies in order to embark on that work.

AT, Mp, BUTIER (International Telecommunication Union) recalled the policy
agreements reached by Governments at the World Administrative Radio Conference
for the planning of the broadcasting-satellite services in the 12 GHz band: for
technical regions 1 and 3 of the ITU (Burope, ifrica, Asia/Oceania), it had been

decided that the elaboration of the plan associated with the 12 GHz band was to be -

conditioned, in the first instance, by the need to make provision in the long
term for the development of the national broadcasting and television services

of the countries of those regions; the participating countries had made systematic

use of computer technology at several stages of the planning process, in order
fo obtain the appropriate national coverage recuired to provide the vieuers of
each country with a service of high quality and reliability, while reducing
"spillovers" to o minimum, in conformity with the relevant provisions of the
Radio Regulations (No. 4284); they had adophed planning processes to enable the

4/MC.105/C.2/SR.289
page 13

pest practical use to be made of the radio frequency spectrum and the nominal
grbital (geostationary) positions; and they had adopited measures to enable
countries, if the, so desired, to develop zround services in the immediate future
without risk of interference from or with other services to which the frequency
pand was allocated and without any adverse effect on their long-term plans for
the direct broadcasting—satellite service.

43. Tn so far as technical region 2 of the ITU (the Americas) was concerned, a

- formal agreement had been concluded, undex which a regional planning conference
yas to be held not later than the end of 1982, In that particular case, the
B planning exercise was more complex, since it had to take account of the require-

ments for the fixed satellite services (telephone, telex, etc.) which, in that

region, shared the band with the broadcasting satellite and other terresirial

services., The regional conference would therefore supplement the World Agreement
in regard to the channel allccaiions to the countries concerned.

.+ 49, Since the Sub-Committee's last meeting, the agenda for the World
' pdministrative Radio Conference which was to open in 1979, had been finalized.

The Conference would modify the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations,
which had the force of a treaty, mainly on the following issues: review of the
vadio frequency allocation table, in the light of the inferests and aervice
needs of member countries; +the relevant international co~ordination obligations
and procedures; objectives of member countries in the establishment of a
general programme of conferences and meetings to meet the planning and operaticnal
requirements of the wvarious services in the nex decade. The 1979 Conference
has also been given the specific task of fully integrating into the Radio
Regulations, as a new appendix, the Final Acts of the World Administrative Radio
Conference for the planning of the brosdcasting-satellite services in the

12 GHz band (1977), known as the World Agreement.

. 50, There were two aspccts of the activities of the ITU in the field of remote
" sensing: regulat vy policy and standardi-ntion. The Radio Tegulations, which

supplemented the lnternational Tolecommunication Convention, coniained
frequency-band allocations for that activity. They laid down the procedures to
be applied for an orderly and interference-free operation of the radio paths

for the Earth Exploration Satellite Service. The two Internaticnal Ceonsultative
Commitiees conducted studies and standardization work on telecommunications
involved in remote sensing. Those studies concerned the teclnical parameters

of the radio paths and the microuave sensors, their major objective being to
achieve the optimum use of the nominal orbit/spectrum resource.

5l. The ITU Radio Regulations did not contain any definition of outer space in
terms of dimension; the ITU was more concerned with the nature of space
activities. For planning and operational requirements, the HMember States of the
ITU considered outer space in terms of a '"functional approach", and the iU
vould like any definitions elaborated by the Sub-Committee to tale inte account
?he need to maintain a functional approach in other international legislative
instruments., For insiance, any fundamental definition of the orbit would have
%o meet the requirements of the operation of satellites in their orpital plane,
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52. Various provisions of the Radio Regulations were concerned particularly with 
improvements to bz made to the use of the geostationary orbit, the conditiong
for station-keeping and the accuracy of tue peinting of antennae from space tq
earth. Turthermore, under resolutions adopted by the competent conferences’ the
ITU considered that allocations, including nominal orbital arrangements for
space radio commnication services and theixr use, did not give any permanent
priority to an individual country or group of countries, International
legislation also specified that satellites should be equipped with devices tg
ensure the immediate cessation of their radio emissions whenever required.

There were other technical limitations to ensure the aveidance of interference i,
satellite andé terrestrial radio communication systems.

5%, The work of the ITU covered many fields of interest to the Commititee on the
Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space, and hoped that the current session would provide ap
opportunity for further exchanges between the Sub~Committee and the ITU,

54, Mr., MAIORSKI (Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics) thanked the many
delegations which had congratulated the Soviet delegation on the occasion of the
. retnrn of the cosmonauis afier the Salyut-6 mission. That mission in space had
taken place before the Soviet peornle who had been able at all times %o follow
cvents on board the orbital station on television. Such a success gave the USSR
as well as mankind as a whole, real reasons for pride.

The meeting rogse at 12.40 p.m.




