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Note by the Secretariat

1. At its thirty-third session, in 1990, the Committee considered guidelines for
granting observer status with the Committee to international intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations. The possible criteria suggested by the Outer Space Affairs
Division to the Committee at that time were the following:

(@) As part of its programme, the organization should be concerned with
matters falling within the competence of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space;

(b) The aims and purposes of the organization should be in conformity with
the spirit, purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

(© The organization should be a recognized international organization and
should have an established headquarters, an executive officer, and a constitution, a
copy of which is deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In the
case of a non-governmental organization, it should be a non-profit organization.

2. Having considered the matter, the Committee at its thirty-third session, agreed,
that in the future non-governmental organizations which request observer status with
the Committee should have consultative status with the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) and should, as part of their programmes, be concerned with matters falling
with the competence of the Committee.

3. At its fifty-third session, in 2010, the Committee agreed that observer status
would be granted to non-governmental organizations on a provisional basis, for a
period of three years, pending information on the status of their application for
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council. The Committee also agreed
that the provisional observer status could be extended for an additional year,
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if necessary. The Committee further agreed that it would grant permanent observer
status to such non-governmental organizations upon confirmation of  their
consultative status with the Council.

4. While the Committee’s decision did not specifically include the elements
referred to in 1 (c) above, it has been the practice of the committee, since its decision
in 1990, to have before it the constitution or statutes of the organization or entity
requesting observer status.

5. On 5 April 2024, the Office for Outer Space Affairs received an application
for observer status with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space from
OSI. The following related correspondence received from OSI is attached to this
document:

(@) Letter from OSI conveying the intention to become a permanent observer
of the Committee;

(b) Certificate of Incorporation;
(c) OSI Constitution;

(d) Bylaws of OSI;

(e) List of OSI Fellows; and

(f) Canada, Province of British Columbia: Societies Act, SBC 2015, Chapter
18 (Part 1 and Part 2, full text of the Act is available at Societies Act

(gov.be.ca).



https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/15018_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/15018_01
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5 April 2024

Ms. Aarti Holla-Maini

Director

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
Vienna International Centre

Wagramerstrasse 5

A-1220 Vienna

AUSTRIA

Re: Outer Space Institute - Application for Permanent Observer Status with COPUOS
Dear Ms Holla-Maini,

On behalf of the Outer Space Institute (OSI), we are writing to formally apply for the status of Permanent
Observer Organization of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(COPUOS).

The Outer Space Institute is a global network of space experts united by their commitment to highly
innovative, transdisciplinary research that addresses grand challenges facing the continued use and
exploration of outer space. The institute is comprised of an international cadre of Fellows and Junior
Fellows including physical scientists, social scientists, lawyers, engineers, industry leaders, and policy
makers. The transdisciplinary approach enables the OSI to identify challenges, opportunities, and
solutions that have been overlooked by other groups.

The OSI was founded in 2019 and is directed by two co-directors who are both Canada Research Chairs.
The Institute currently is comprised of 29 Fellows and 14 Junior Fellows from three continents. The
Institute is incorporated in British Columbia, Canada as the non-profit “Outer Space Institute Society”.

Since its founding, the Institute has been active in developing new ideas and recommendations on a
number of currently challenging issues relating to outer space safety and sustainability including reducing
risks from uncontrolled reentries of rocket bodies and other space objects, kinetic anti-satellite testing,
space resource utilization, dark and quiet skies, space debris, and other issues concerning the proliferation
of large satellite constellations. These studies and recommendations have resulted in three international
open letters that have received many hundreds of signatories, including Nobel Laureates, former foreign
ministers and retired astronauts. In addition, the co-directors co-authored Who Owns Outer Space?
International Law, Astrophysics, and the Sustainable Development of Space (Cambridge University Press,
2023). The book, published “open access” to be freely available around the world, was recently awarded a
Certificate of Merit by the American Society of International Law.

We recognize the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to be the only current forum discussing
and providing guidance on multilateral issues dealing with challenges in relation to the peaceful uses of
outer space as the global utilization and expansion of this domain accelerates. As a Permanent Observer
Organization, we hope to be able to assist the Committee with insights and suggestions based on the
research and recommendations undertaken by the Institute through its projects and regular international
workshops.
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As per the recommendations of the Committee, we attach the statutes of the Outer Space Institute Society
(namely, the constitution, bylaws, and certificate of incorporation) along with a list of the Fellows and
Junior Fellows.

More information about the Institute is available at its website: https://outerspaceinstitute.ca/ .

Furthermore, we will begin engaging with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in order to
obtain consultative status there.

We greatly appreciate your consideration of this application and would be pleased to provide any
additional information that might be required.

Warm regards,
~——"

Michael Byers Aaron Boley
Co-Director Co-Director
Outer Space Institute Outer Space Institute
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Outer Space Institute Society Constitution

The purposes of the society are:

To support and advance scientific and technical knowledge related to human use of the space
environment of the solar system by encouraging and facilitating related research, information
exchange and policy discussion.

To provide public education on matters related to the human use of outer space, through lectures
and workshops and through creation and dissemination of related print and electronic media,
with an especial focus on young audiences.
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Bylaws of OUTER SPACE INSTITUTE SOCIETY (the “Society”)
PART 1 — DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION
Definitions
1.1 In these Bylaws:

“Act” means the Societies Act of British Columbia as amended from time
to time;

“Board” means the directors of the Society;

“Bylaws” means these Bylaws as altered from time to time.
Definitions in Act apply
1.2 The definitions in the Act apply to these Bylaws.
Conflict with Act or regulations

1.3 If there is a conflict between these Bylaws and the Act or the regulations
under the Act, the Act or the regulations, as the case may be, prevail.

PART 2 — MEMBERS
Application for membership

2.1 A person may apply to the Board for membership in the Society, and the
person becomes a member on the Board’s acceptance of the application.

Duties of members

2.2 Every member must uphold the constitution of the Society and must comply
with these Bylaws.

Amount of membership dues

2.3 The amount of the annual membership dues, if any, must be determined by
the Board.

Member not in good standing

2.4 A member is not in good standing if the member fails to pay the member’s
annual membership dues, if any, and the member is not in good standing for
so long as those dues remain unpaid.
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Member not in good standing may not vote
2.5 A voting member who is not in good standing

(a) may not vote at a general meeting, and

(b) is deemed not to be a voting member for the purpose of consenting to
a resolution of the voting members.

Termination of membership if member not in good standing

2.6 A person’s membership in the Society is terminated if the person is not in
good standing for 6 consecutive months.

PART 3 — GENERAL MEETINGS OF MEMBERS

Time and place of general meeting

3.1 A general meeting must be held at the time and, if appli- cable, place the Board
determines.

Ordinary business at general meeting
3.2 At a general meeting, the following business is ordinary business:

(@) adoption of rules of order;

(b) consideration of any financial statements of the Society presented to
the meeting;

(c) consideration of the reports, if any, of the directors or auditor;
(d) election or appointment of directors;
(e) appointment of an auditor, if any;

(f) business arising out of a report of the directors not requiring the
passing of a special resolution.

Notice of special business

3.3 A notice of a general meeting must state the nature of any business, other
than ordinary business, to be transacted at the meeting in sufficient detail to
permit a member receiving the notice to form a reasoned judgment
concerning that business.
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Chair of general meeting

3.4 The following individual is entitled to preside as the chair of a general
meeting:

(a) the individual, if any, appointed by the Board to preside as the chair;

(b) if the Board has not appointed an individual to preside as the chair or
the individual appointed by the Board is unable to preside as the
chair,

(i) the president,
(i) the vice-president, if the president is unable to preside as the
chair, or

(iii) one of the other directors in attendance at the meeting, if both
the president and vice-president are unable to preside as the
chair.

Alternate chair of general meeting

3.5 If there is no individual entitled under these Bylaws who is able to preside as
the chair of a general meeting within 15 minutes from the time set for
holding the meeting, the voting members who are in attendance must elect an
individual present at the meeting to preside as the chair.

Quorum required

3.6 Business, other than the election of the chair of the meeting and the
adjournment or termination of the meeting, must not be transacted at a
general meeting unless a quorum of voting members is in attendance.

Quorum for general meetings

3.7 The quorum for the transaction of business at a general meeting is 3 voting
members or 10% of the voting members, whichever is greater.

Lack of quorum at commencement of meeting

3.8 If, within 30 minutes from the time set for holding a general meeting, a
quorum of voting members is not in attendance,

(@) in the case of a meeting convened on the requisition of members,
the meeting is terminated, and

(b) in any other case, the meeting stands adjourned to the same day
in the next week, at the same time and , if applicable, place, and if, at
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the continuation of the adjourned meeting, a quorum is not
present within 30 minutes from the time set for holding the
continuation of the adjourned meeting, the voting members who
are present constitute a quorum for that meeting.

If quorum ceases to be present

3.9 If, at any time during a general meeting, there ceases to be a quorum of
voting members present, business then in progress must be suspended until
there is a quorum in attendance or until the meeting is adjourned or
terminated.

Adjournments by chair

3.10 The chair of a general meeting may, or, if so directed by the voting members
at the meeting, must, adjourn the meeting from time to time and, if applicable,
from place to place, but no business may be transacted at the continuation of
the adjourned meeting other than business left unfinished at the adjourned
meeting.

Notice of continuation of adjourned general meeting

3.11 It is not necessary to give notice of a continuation of an adjourned general
meeting or of the business to be transacted at a continuation of an adjourned
general meeting except that, when a general meeting is adjourned for 30
days or more, notice of the continuation of the adjourned meeting must be
given.

Order of business at general meeting
3.12 The order of business at a general meeting is as follows:

(a) elect an individual to chair the meeting, if necessary;

(b) determine that there is a quorum;

(c) approve the agenda;

(d) approve the minutes from the last general meeting;

(e) deal with unfinished business from the last general meeting;

(f) if the meeting is an annual general meeting,

(i) receive the directors’ report on the financial statements of the
Society for the previous financial year, and the auditor’s report,
if any, on those statements,
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(ii) receive any other reports of directors’ activities and decisions
since the previous annual general meeting,

(iii) elect or appoint directors, and
(iv) appoint an auditor, if any;

(g) deal with new business, including any matters about which notice has
been given to the members in the notice of meeting;

(h) terminate the meeting.
Methods of voting

3.13 At a general meeting, voting must be by a show of hands, an oral vote or
another method that adequately discloses the intention of the voting
members, except that if, before or after such a vote, 2 or more voting
members request a secret ballot or a secret ballot is directed by the chair of
the meeting, voting must be by a secret ballot.

Announcement of result

3.14 The chair of a general meeting must announce the outcome of each vote and
that outcome must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

Proxy voting not permitted
3.15 Voting by proxy is not permitted.
Matters decided at general meeting by ordinary resolution

3.16 A matter to be decided at a general meeting must be decided by ordinary
resolution unless the matter is required by the Act or these Bylaws to be
decided by special resolution or by another resolution having a higher voting
threshold than the threshold for an ordinary resolution.

PART 4 — DIRECTORS
Number of directors on Board
4.1 The Society must have no fewer than 3 and no more than 11 directors.
Election or appointment of directors

4.2 At each annual general meeting, the voting members entitled to vote for the
election or appointment of directors must elect or appoint the Board.



The Outer Space Institute
The University of British Columbia
6224 Agricultural Rd

www.outerspaceinstitute.ca Vancouver, BC V6T 171

Directors may fill casual vacancy on Board

4.3 The Board may, at any time, appoint a member as a director to fill a vacancy
that arises on the Board as a result of the resignation, death or incapacity of
a director during the director’s term of office.

Term of appointment of director filling casual vacancy

4.4 A director appointed by the Board to fill a vacancy ceases to be a director at
the end of the unexpired portion of the term of office of the individual whose
departure from office created the vacancy.

PART 5 — DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS
Calling directors’ meeting

5.1 A directors’ meeting may be called by the president or by any 2 other
directors.

Notice of directors’ meeting

5.2 At least 2 days’ notice of a directors’ meeting must be given unless all the
directors agree to a shorter notice period.

Proceedings valid despite omission to give notice

5.3 The accidental omission to give notice of a directors’ meeting to a director, or
the non-receipt of a notice by a director, does not invalidate proceedings at
the meeting.

Conduct of directors’ meetings
5.4 The directors may regulate their meetings and proceedings as they think fit.
Quorum of directors

5.5 The quorum for the transaction of business at a directors’ meeting is a
majority of the directors.

PART 6 — BOARD POSITIONS
Election or appointment to Board positions

6.1 Directors must be elected or appointed to the following Board positions, and
a director, other than the president, may hold more than one position:
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(a) president;
(b) vice-president;
(c) secretary;
(d) treasurer.

Directors at large

6.2 Directors who are elected or appointed to positions on the Board in addition
to the positions described in these Bylaws are elected or appointed as
directors at large.

Role of president

6.3 The president is the chair of the Board and is responsible for supervising the
other directors in the execution of their duties.

Role of vice-president

6.4 The vice-president is the vice-chair of the Board and is responsible for
carrying out the duties of the president if the president is unable to act.

Role of secretary

6.5 The secretary is responsible for doing, or making the necessary
arrangements for, the following:

(a) issuing notices of general meetings and directors’ meetings;
(b) taking minutes of general meetings and directors’ meetings;
(c) keeping the records of the Society in accordance with the Act;
(d) conducting the correspondence of the Board;

(e) filing the annual report of the Society and making any other filings
with the registrar under the Act.

Absence of secretary from meeting

6.6 In the absence of the secretary from a meeting, the Board must appoint
another individual to act as secretary at the meeting.

Role of treasurer
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6.7 The treasurer is responsible for doing, or making the necessary
arrangements for, the following:

(a) receiving and banking monies collected from the members or other
sources;

(b) keeping accounting records in respect of the Society’s financial
transactions;

(c) preparing the Society’s financial statements;

(d) making the Society’s filings respecting taxes.

PART 7 — REMUNERATION OF DIRECTORS AND SIGNING AUTHORITY
Remuneration of directors

7.1 These Bylaws do not permit the Society to pay to a director remuneration for
being a director, but the Society may, subject to the Act, pay remuneration
to a director for services provided by the director to the Society in another
capacity.

Signing authority

7.2 A contract or other record to be signed by the Society must be signed on
behalf of the Society

(a) by the president, together with one other director,

(b) if the president is unable to provide a signature, by the vice-president
together with one other director,

(c) if the president and vice-president are both unable to provide
signatures, by any 2 other directors, or

(d) in any case, by one or more individuals authorized by the Board to
sign the record on behalf of the Society.
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234 General meetings and voting respecting pre-existing societies
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365 Amendment to this Act
366 Commencement

HER MAIJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the
Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows:

PART 1 - DEFINITIONS

Definitions
1 In this Act:
“alter” includes create, add to, vary and delete;

“auditor’s report”, in relation to financial statements of a society required under
section 35 [financial statements], means the auditor’s report prepared under
section 117 [auditor’s report] on those financial statements;

“bylaws” means the bylaws described in section 11 [bylaws];
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“consent resolution of directors” means a directors’ resolution passed in
accordance with section 54 (2) [proceedings of directors],

“constitution” means the constitution described in section 10 [constitution];
“court” means the Supreme Court of British Columbia;
“deliver” means deliver in accordance with section 30 [how record is delivered],

“delivery address”, in relation to the registered office of a society, means the
delivery address of the registered office set out in the statement of directors and
registered office of the society;

“director”, in relation to a society, means an individual who has been designated,
elected or appointed, as the case may be, in accordance with section 42
[designation, election and appointment of directors], as a member of the board
of directors of the society, regardless of the title by which the individual is called;

“extraprovincial non-share corporation” means a corporation, without share
capital, that is incorporated, amalgamated, continued or otherwise formed by or
under the laws of a jurisdiction other than British Columbia;

“file”, in relation to a record that must or may be filed with the registrar, means file
the record in accordance with section 209 (1) [filing of records];

“former Act” means the Society Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 433;

“furnish”, in relation to a record that must or may be furnished by the registrar,
means furnish the record in accordance with section 210 [furnishing of records
by registrar],

“general meeting” means a general meeting of the members of a society;

“home jurisdiction”, in relation to an extraprovincial non-share corporation, means
the jurisdiction in which the extraprovincial non-share corporation is
incorporated, amalgamated, continued or otherwise formed;

“legal proceeding” includes a civil, criminal, quasi-criminal, administrative or
regulatory proceeding;

“mailing address”, in relation to the registered office of a society, means the mailing
address of the registered office set out in the statement of directors and registered
office of the society;

“member”, in relation to a society, means

(a) an applicant for the incorporation of the society who remains a member of
the society, and

(b) a person who becomes, in accordance with the bylaws, a member of the
society and who remains a member of the society;

“ordinary resolution” means any of the following:

(a) aresolution passed at a general meeting by a simple majority of the votes
cast by the voting members, whether cast in person or by proxy;
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(b) a resolution consented to in writing, after being sent to all of the voting
members, by at least 2/3 of the voting members;

(c) if the bylaws authorize indirect or delegate voting or voting by mail or
another means of communication, including by fax, email or other
electronic means, a resolution passed by a simple majority of the votes cast,
in accordance with the bylaws, on the resolution;

“pre-existing society” means a corporation that, immediately before the coming
into force of this section, was a society under the former Act;

“property” includes rights and interests;

“publish”, in relation to notice that must or may be published by the registrar, means
publish notice in accordance with section 211 [publication];

“qualified recipient” means
(a) a society, other than a member-funded society as defined in section 190
[definitions],

(b) acommunity service cooperative as defined in section 1 (1) [definitions and
interpretation] of the Cooperative Association Act,

(c) a registered charity as defined in section 248 (1) of the Income Tax Act
(Canada) or another qualified donee as defined in section 149.1 (1) of that
Act,

(d) trustees on trust for a charitable purpose, or
(e) a person or other entity that is included in this definition by regulation;

“register of societies” means the register of societies and extraprovincial non-share
corporations maintained by the registrar;

“registrar” means the individual appointed as the Registrar of Companies under
section 400 [appointment of registrar and staff] of the Business Corporations
Act,;

“send” means send in accordance with section 29 [how record is sent],

“senior manager”, in relation to a society, means an individual appointed by the
directors of the society under section 61 (1) [senior managers],

“society” means

(a) asociety that is incorporated, amalgamated, continued or converted under
this Act, or

(b) a pre-existing society;
“special resolution” means any of the following:

(a) aresolution passed at a general meeting by at least 2/3 of the votes cast by
the voting members, whether cast in person or by proxy;

(b) aresolution consented to in writing by all of the voting members;

(c) if the bylaws authorize indirect or delegate voting or voting by mail or
another means of communication, including by fax, email or other

10
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electronic means, a resolution passed by at least 2/3 of the votes cast, in
accordance with the bylaws, on the resolution;

“spouse” means a person who
(a) is married to another person, or
(b) is living with another person in a marriage-like relationship;

“statement of directors and registered office” means the statement of directors
and registered office described in section 12 [statement of directors and
registered office],

“subsidiary”, in relation to a society, means a corporation that is controlled by the
society, and, for the purposes of this definition, a corporation is controlled by a
society if the votes carried by the shares or memberships in the corporation that
are held directly or indirectly by the society are sufficient, if exercised, to elect
or appoint a majority of the members of the board of directors or other governing
body of the corporation;

“voting member” means a member of a society who has the right to vote under
section 84 (1) [right to vote].

PART 2 - FUNDAMENTAL MATTERS IN RELATION TO SOCIETIES

Division 1 - Nature of Societies

Purposes

2 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a society may be formed under this Act for one or more
lawful purposes, including, without limitation, agricultural, artistic, benevolent,
charitable, educational, environmental, patriotic, philanthropic, political,
professional, recreational, religious, scientific, social or sporting purposes.

(2) A society must not have, as one of its purposes, the carrying on of a business for
profit or gain, but carrying on a business to advance or support the purposes of a
society is not prohibited by this subsection.

3) The registrar may, in writing and giving reasons, order a society to alter its
g Y g giving y
purposes if the registrar considers one or more of those purposes to be contrary
to this Act or otherwise unlawful.

No share capital
3 A society must not have capital divided into shares.

Restrictions on distributions
4 A society must not distribute any of its money or other property other than
(a) for full and valuable consideration,
(b) in furtherance of the purposes of the society,

(c) to a qualified recipient,

11
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(d) for a distribution required or authorized by this Act, including, without
limitation, a distribution made in accordance with this Act on the society’s
dissolution, or liquidation and dissolution, or for a distribution otherwise
required by law, or

(e) for a distribution that is
(i) of a type authorized by the regulations, and

(i1)) made in accordance with the regulations.

Liability of members

5 A member of a society is not, in that capacity, liable for a debt or other liability of the
society.

Capacity and powers of society

6 A society has the capacity, rights, powers and privileges of an individual of full
capacity.

Restricted activities and powers
7 (1) A society must not

(a) carry on any activity or exercise any power that the society is restricted by
its bylaws from carrying on or exercising or that is contrary to its purposes,
or

(b) exercise any of the society’s powers in a manner inconsistent with those
restrictions or purposes.

(2) An act of a society, including a transfer of property to or by the society, is not
invalid merely because the act is contrary to subsection (1).

Persons may rely on authority of societies and
directors, senior managers and agents

8 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a society may not assert against a person dealing with
the society that

(a) the bylaws of the society have not been complied with,

(b) the individuals who are shown as directors in the register of societies are not
the directors of the society,

(c) aperson held out by the society as a director, senior manager or agent

(i) isnot, in fact, a director, senior manager or agent, as the case may be,
of the society,

(i1) has no authority to exercise the powers and perform the duties that
are customary in the activities of the society or usual for such
director, senior manager or agent, or

(iii) has acted contrary to a limitation or restriction on the person’s powers
or functions,

12
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(d) arecord issued by a director, senior manager or agent of the society who has
actual or usual authority to issue the record is not valid or genuine, or

(e) arecord the society is required to keep under section 20 [records to be kept]
is not accurate or complete.

Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of a person who has knowledge, or, by
virtue of the person’s relationship to the society, ought to have knowledge, of a
situation described in paragraphs (a) to (e) of that subsection.

Division 2 - Name and Governing Documents

To reserve a name for the purposes of this Act, a person must apply to the
registrar.

After receiving an application to reserve a name under subsection (1), the
registrar may reserve the name for a period of 56 days from the date of
reservation or for any longer period the registrar considers appropriate.

The registrar may, on request, extend a reservation of a name for the period the
registrar considers appropriate.

The registrar

(a) may not reserve a name under this section unless the name complies with
the requirements, if any, prescribed by regulation, and

(b) may refuse to reserve a name under this section if the registrar, for good and
valid reasons, disapproves of the name.

The registrar may, in writing and giving reasons, order a society to change its
name if

(a) the name of the society is contrary to the requirements, if any, prescribed by
regulation, or

(b) the registrar, for good and valid reasons, disapproves of the name.

If a society has a seal, the society must have its name in legible characters on the
seal.

A society must have a constitution that sets out
(a) the name of the society, and

(b) the purposes of the society.

A society must not have a constitution that contains provisions in addition to the
name and purposes of the society.

13
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Bylaws

11 (1) A society must have bylaws that contain provisions respecting the internal affairs
of the society, including provisions respecting the following:

(a) membership in the society, including

(i) the admission of members and any rights and obligations arising
from membership,

(i1) if there is more than one class of members, a description of each class
and the rights and obligations that apply to each class, and

(iii) if members may cease to be in good standing, the conditions under
which that may occur;

(b) the society’s directors, including

(i) the manner in which directors must or may be elected or appointed,
and

(i1) the expiry of directors’ terms of office, if other than at the close of the
next annual general meeting after a director’s designation, election or
appointment;

(c) general meetings, including
(1) the quorum for general meetings, if greater than 3 voting members,
(i1) whether proxy voting is permitted, and

(ii1) if the bylaws authorize indirect or delegate voting or voting by mail
or another means of communication, including by fax, email or other
electronic means, the rules respecting how that voting is to occur;

(d) any restrictions on
(i) the activities that the society may carry on, or

(i1) the powers that the society may exercise.

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), a society may, in its bylaws, adopt, with or
without alteration, all or any of the set of provisions that are, by regulation,
prescribed and designated as the “Model Bylaws”.

(3) A society must not have bylaws that contain a provision that is inconsistent with
this Act, the regulations or any other enactment of British Columbia or Canada,
and if a provision of the bylaws is inconsistent with this Act, the regulations or
any other enactment of British Columbia or Canada, the provision has no effect.

(4) If the bylaws of a society provide for a higher voting threshold than the threshold
set out in the definition of “special resolution” in section 1 [definitions] to effect
any action that under this Act requires authorization by special resolution, the
provisions of the bylaws prevail except that a society must not have a bylaw that
provides for a higher voting threshold to remove a director from office under
section 50 (1) (a) [removal of directors].

14
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Statement of directors and registered office
12 (1) A society must have a statement of directors and registered office that sets out
(a) the full names and addresses of the directors of the society, and
(b) the delivery address and mailing address of the registered office of the
society.
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) (a), the address of a director may be either of
the following:

(a) the director’s residential address;

(b) another address at which the director can usually be served with records
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., local time, from Monday to Friday,
inclusive.

Division 3 - Incorporation of Societies

Application for incorporation

13 One or more persons may incorporate a society by filing with the registrar an
incorporation application that

(a) sets out the name reserved under section 9 [name] for the society and the
reservation number given for that name,

(b) contains
(i) a constitution,
(i) bylaws, and
(ii1) a statement of directors and registered office, and

(c) sets out the full name and contact information of each of the applicants for
incorporation.

Incorporation
14 (1) A society is incorporated when the incorporation application is filed with the
registrar under section 13.
(2) After a society is incorporated under subsection (1), the registrar must

(a) issue a certificate of incorporation in which is recorded
(i) the name and incorporation number of the society, and
(i1) the date and time of the incorporation,

(b) furnish to the society
(1) the certificate of incorporation, and

(i) a certified copy of the following records contained in the
incorporation application filed with the registrar under section 13:

(A) the constitution of the society;

(B) the bylaws of the society;

15
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(C) the statement of directors and registered office of the society;

(D) the portion of the incorporation application that sets out the full
names and contact information of the applicants for
incorporation, and

(c) publish notice of the society’s incorporation.
(3) Whether or not the requirements precedent and incidental to incorporation have
been complied with, a notation in the register of societies that a society has been
incorporated is conclusive evidence for the purposes of this Act and for all other

purposes that the society has been duly incorporated with the name, and on the
date and time, shown in the register of societies.

Division 4 - Alterations to Constitution and Bylaws

Alterations to constitution

15 (1) A society may, by filing with the registrar a constitution alteration application,
alter its constitution to

(a) change its name, or
(b) alter its purposes.
(2) A society must not submit a constitution alteration application to the registrar for
filing unless

(a) the alteration proposed by the application has been authorized by special
resolution, and

(b) in the case of a change of the society’s name, the new name is reserved
under section 9 [name].

(3) An alteration proposed in a constitution alteration application takes effect when
the constitution alteration application is filed with the registrar.
(4) After a society alters its constitution under this section, the registrar
(a) must furnish to the society a certified copy of the altered constitution, and
(b) must, if the alteration changes the name of the society,

(1) issue a certificate of change of name that sets out the particulars of
the change of name,

(i1) furnish to the society the certificate of change of name, and
(iii) publish notice of the change of name.
(5) Despite subsection (2) (a), authorization by special resolution is not required in

respect of an alteration to a society’s constitution if the registrar has ordered the
alteration under section 2 (3) [purposes] or 9 (5) [name].

Effect of change of name

16 A change of the name of a society does not affect any of its rights or obligations, or
render defective any legal proceedings by or against it, and any legal proceedings that

16
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may have been continued or commenced by or against the society under its former
name may be continued or commenced by or against it under its new name.

Alterations to bylaws

17 (1) A society may alter its bylaws by filing with the registrar a bylaw alteration
application.

(2) A society must not submit a bylaw alteration application to the registrar for filing
unless the alteration proposed by the application has been authorized by special
resolution.

(3) An alteration proposed in a bylaw alteration application takes effect when the
bylaw alteration application is filed with the registrar.

(4) After a society alters its bylaws under this section, the registrar must furnish to
the society a certified copy of the altered bylaws.

(5) Even if the bylaws of a society identify a provision of the bylaws as being
unalterable, the society may alter the provision in accordance with this Act.

PART 3 - REGISTERED OFFICE AND RECORDS

Division 1 - Registered Office

Registered office

18 A society must maintain a registered office in British Columbia.

Change of registered office

19 (1) A society may change one or both of the delivery address and mailing address of
its registered office by

(a) filing with the registrar a notice of change of address of registered office, or
(b) including the change of address in an annual report filed with the registrar

under section 73 [society must file annual report].

(2) A change of address of registered office takes effect on the day after the record
referred to in subsection (1) (a) or (b), as the case may be, is filed with the
registrar.

(3) After a society changes an address of its registered office under this section, the
registrar must

(a) alter the society’s statement of directors and registered office to reflect the
change, and

(b) furnish to the society a certified copy of the altered statement of directors
and registered office.
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